Press release

SB LiMotive joint venture to be disbanded
Bosch to step up its activities in the development
and production of efficient battery technology
 Bosch to realign its strategy for the battery market
 Bosch to boost lithium-ion capabilities in Germany
 Supply agreements ensure fulfillment of current projects
 Future collaboration involving exchange of patents agreed

Stuttgart – Bosch is redefining the focal points of its activities to develop
and produce batteries for hybrid and electric vehicles. In light of changing
market structures, this will allow Bosch to make the best possible use of
its own capabilities, as well as to develop them further. For this reason, the
two parent companies of the SB LiMotive joint venture have agreed to
reorganize their collaboration and future business relationship. The
agreement is subject to the approval of the antitrust authorities.
Focus remains on customers
Commenting on the reorganization, Dr. Bernd Bohr, the chairman of the
Automotive Group of Robert Bosch GmbH, said: “When it comes to
electromobility, a market with great potential for the future, we have already
made a successful start with diverse projects, and are driving forward many
other developments. In restructuring our operations, we can respond better
to our customers’ requirements with respect to market focus and speed, and
will continue to work all out to expand our market activities.”
In future collaboration with its former joint venture partner, steps have
been taken to ensure that all development and supply agreements will be
continued. In addition, the parties have agreed to grant each other access
to patents.
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The entire battery systems business will be transferred to Bosch, including
all components, such as the crucial battery management system. Bosch
will take over the subsidiary SB LiMotive Germany GmbH. Based in
Stuttgart, it focuses on systems engineering, battery management systems,
prototyping, marketing, and sales. At the same time, Cobasys will be
integrated into Bosch. This subsidiary, which is important for the
U.S. market, has locations in Orion (MI) and Springboro (OH).
Independent European network of battery specialists
Bosch plans to further expand its activities relating to electrochemistry and
the production of lithium-ion battery cells. The objective is to cooperate
closely with specialist partners from industry and higher education to
establish research and development work on high-performance battery
cells in Germany and to set up a European specialist network. This will
enhance capabilities relating not only to batteries for electromobility, but
also to the stationary energy storage devices of the future.
The establishment of a manufacturing facility in Europe is a further
important component of Bosch strategy. The aim is to efficiently combine
the know-how of German and European suppliers when it comes to
materials and the construction of complex manufacturing facilities.
As one of the world’s leading automotive suppliers, Bosch is positioning
itself in the best possible way in the battery technology market for hybrid
and electric vehicles. To achieve this, the Bosch Group spends 400 million
euros a year for electromobility alone. In this area, Bosch currently employs
more than 1,100 associates, including the roughly 300 battery specialists
at SB LiMotive Deutschland in Stuttgart and Cobasys in the United States.
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Automotive Technology is the largest Bosch Group business sector. Its sales came to
30.4 billion euros, or 59 percent of total group sales, in fiscal 2011. This makes the Bosch
Group one of the leading automotive suppliers. Worldwide, more than 175,000 Automotive
Technology associates work in seven areas of business: injection technology for internalcombustion engines, powertrain peripherals, alternative drive concepts, active and passive
safety systems, assistance and comfort functions, in-car information and communication, as
well as services and technology for the automotive aftermarket. Bosch has been responsible
for important automotive innovations, such as electronic engine management, the ESP®
anti-skid system, and common-rail diesel technology.
The Bosch Group is a leading global supplier of technology and services. In the areas of
automotive and industrial technology, consumer goods, and building technology, more than
300,000 associates generated sales of 51.5 billion euros in fiscal 2011. The Bosch Group
comprises Robert Bosch GmbH and its roughly 350 subsidiaries and regional companies in
some 60 countries. If its sales and service partners are included, then Bosch is represented
in roughly 150 countries. This worldwide development, manufacturing, and sales network is
the foundation for further growth. Bosch spent some 4.2 billion euros for research and
development in 2011, and applied for over 4,100 patents worldwide. With all its products
and services, Bosch enhances the quality of life by providing solutions which are both
innovative and beneficial.
Additional information can be accessed at www.bosch.com, www.bosch-press.com.
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